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Licensure and Certification 

Substitute Teaching License, Illinois State Board of Education, License ID 2481585 (Valid 
through June 30, 2025) 

TEFL Certificate with Distinction, Let’s TEFL, Certificate ID XX3648 (2020) 

Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language Certificate (Listening and Reading Comprehension 
Level 2), Ministry of Education, Taiwan, Reg. No. 10702896 

Teaching Experience 

Taoyuan Municipal Daxi Senior High School, Taiwan (August 2020 to June 2024) 

As the school’s only foreign English teacher, 
I provided native-language instruction to all 
1,100 students.  

For regular students I taught AMC and 
LiveABC magazine articles selected by the 
local teachers and designed lessons on topics 
including self-introductions, daily routines, 
giving directions, small talk, making plans to 
go out, Christmas traditions, and Saint 
Patrick’s Day. Video of my Saint Patrick’s 
Day lesson has been used for training in the 
Taoyuan foreign English teacher program.  

In addition to article-based classes, for 
language-specialization students I taught a 
series of introductory composition lessons 
touching on persuasive, narrative, and 
expository writing, as well as critical reading 
skills such as discerning facts and opinions, 
identifying audience, and determining 
authorial intent.  

I also gave increased attention to these 
students’ oral and aural skills, teaching 
attentive listening in tandem with presenting 
in front of the class, for instance. Mastering 
the subtleties of sentence emphasis and 
cadence was a particular focus. Students’ 
recitations were recorded at least once each 
semester, to enable progress tracking through 
the year and over their senior high school 
careers. 

In addition, I gave them expanded cultural 
lessons such as Christmas cookie decorating 
and Halloween pumpkin carving. 

I also designed several elective courses. In 
Journalism English, for example, students 

wrote and filmed 90-second TV news 
packages, and in Travel English students 
wrote and designed a brochure for a 
hypothetical group tour to Taiwan. In 
addition, in The Meaning of Stories, 
scheduled for the 2024–25 school year, 
students would read Shirley Jackson’s “The 
Lottery” and selections from Maxine Hong 
Kingston’s Woman Warrior, producing a 
report introducing one of the texts.  

The Meaning of Stories syllabus sprang from 
my self-directed study groups for second- and 
third-grade students, which focused on close 
reading of primary texts. In addition to 
Jackson and Kingston, the groups read and 
memorized passages from Macbeth, Romeo 
and Juliet, The Gettysburg Address, and the 
“I Have a Dream” speech of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The group produced a short 
exegetical video about Macbeth’s 
“Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow” 
soliloquy in Autumn 2022, and another 
about “No Name Woman” from Kingston’s 
Woman Warrior in Spring 2023. 

For physical education students I adapted 
conversational and cultural lessons from 
regular student curricula, and designed 
original lessons suited to their level and 
interests, such as Rules of the Game, 
introducing language about competition and 
sportsmanship, as well as sports and 
equipment, both familiar and unfamiliar. 

Please visit www.chiaotou.com to view 
sample teaching materials, media, 
evaluations, and references. 

 



 

 

Education 

The University of Chicago 

M.A., Committee on Social Thought (1995) 
B.A. with General Honors, Politics, Economics, Rhetoric, and Law (1991) 

National Taiwan Normal University 

Mandarin Training Center (2017 to 2019) 

Writing Samples  

Letter to the editor, New York Times, August 31, 2023, p. A19 

Letter to the editor, Washington Post, March 5, 2023, p. A22 

Professional Experience 

San Francisco Symphony (2007 to 2016) 

Over my nine-year tenure, I held positions of 
increasing responsibility in fundraising, 
culminating in my promotion to director of 
development operations. In this role, I led a 
reorganization that shifted resources from 
redundant back-office to expanded donor-
facing functions. 

Facter Direct Ltd. (2003 to 2006) 

As operations manager, I was responsible for 
optimizing performance and production of a 
72-seat outbound fundraising call center, 
consistently increasing the team’s average 
gift by double digits year over year. 

Cesar E. Chavez Foundation (2001 to 2003) 

As chief of staff, I oversaw California’s 
inaugural Cesar Chavez Day in 2001, 
managed development counsel, and served 
as technical advisor on a short documentary 
film about Cesar Chavez. 

Gore/Lieberman, Inc. (2000) 

As a member of his campaign’s National 
Advance Team, I helped Al Gore win the 
popular vote in the 2000 U.S. presidential 
election. 

govWorks Inc. (2000) 

As political affairs manager, I led sponsorship 
of the 2000 Democratic and Republican 
national conventions by the tech company 
profiled in the Hegedus-Pennebaker 
documentary “Startup.com.” 

Freelance Event Producer (1997 to 2000) 

I produced the inaugural conference of 
Stanford University’s Institute for 
International Studies; I managed the 
University of Chicago’s transition from small 
graduation ceremonies in the chapel to large 
ones on the quad; for the World Affairs 
Council of Northern California I produced 
large public lectures by the presidents of 
Mexico and the U.S. I also advanced 
domestic and foreign travel for U.S. president 
Bill Clinton and vice president Al Gore. 
Events ranged from small parties to multi-
lateral summits. Typical examples included a 
party for donors at the Silicon Valley home of 
a venture capitalist, featuring Gore singing 
and his wife Tipper playing drums with the 
Grateful Dead; Gore’s private dinner with 
British prime minister Tony Blair at Chequers; 
and Clinton’s participation in the 1999 OSCE 
summit in Istanbul. 

The University of Chicago (1995 to 1997) 

I produced quarterly graduation ceremonies 
and events hosted by the president of the 
university, ranging from small dinners in the 
president’s home to large public lectures. 
Speakers included Saul Bellow, Toni 
Morrison, Polish president Lech Walesa, and 
U.S. vice president Al Gore. Typical VIP 
guests were trustees, principal donors, 
endowed faculty, and exceptional students. 


